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Braezel, the son of a prosperous baron, never wondered
where his next meal was coming from. After falling in
love with the daughter of a servant, he forsook his life of
luxury for one of asceticism.

Neena took over the operations of her father's copper
mine after he lost his leg and left hand, but she was not
jaded enough to keep it from slipping into her uncle’s
insidious hands.

Raised by a single mother in a house with six sisters,
Garendell learned what type of songs and stories
interested the ladies, and used that to further his career
as a minstrel.

Never knowing his father, Cleston ranged from town to
town on the Bleak Peninsula searching for the man who
abandoned his mother to a life of poverty and crime.

Minda’s parents never understood her bizarre powers and
scolded her ceaselessly. Leaving that puritanical town was
the best thing a sorcerer could do.

A youth spent hauling in the seine nets gave Kian muscles
of iron. When he was abducted by the Jagtooth pirates
they sold him to an arena, but it was those same muscles,
and his skill with a net, that won his freedom.

Bored with being the third son in a dying noble house,
Nellus left the big city, forsook his legacy and struck out
to win his own name in the world.

To win the respect of his father and the village elders,
Vikrym left his people to become a skald in the lands of
the unclean. One day he will return to unite his people
under one banner and lead cleanse the lands of the
wicked.

When people think she is sleeping, Imani's spirit joins
those of her people in her distant homeland. She meets
nightly with her parents, Ayanna and Ashur, entwining
their love with her own.

Phyzar's parents are famous retired adventurers who have
saved every kingdom from certain doom at least twice.
For years, Phyzar tried to escape the shadow of their
greatness. Now he is not shy about using their names to
hustle free drinks and woo a tavern wench or two.

Temra's bloodline carries the curse of insanity, and most
of her family members are confined to asylums or worse.
She escaped their fate but searches the world for a cure,
sending back gold in the hopes of improving their
conditions.

Peasants on a poor lord’s manor, Joaram was born into
his family's grinding poverty. Embarrassed by his uncouth
brothers and toothless parents, he seldom sends home
gold, for fear that they might come to join him.
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A drunken slattern raised poor Qur, leaving him tied up
with the dogs while she serviced her johns or binged
on wine and opium. One day, he chewed through his
ropes and ran off. His short stint as a street tough, and
subsequent arrest, led to a pardon when he agreed to join
the city guard. Though he remains illiterate, the guard
gave him solid military training.

The townsfolk of Kronisboro expected the Baron's
firstborn son, Sterim, to one day inherit his father's throne.
This all changed when his father took a younger mistress
as his queen. Sterim, unable to suppress his affection for
his new stepmother, fled the city, forever scorned. Now
that his father has died and his stepmother is queen, who
will rule the barony?

The daughter of the royal washerwoman, Yvella grew up
longing for more from life. One night, she found a key
to the prince’s bedroom in the wash and stole it. Later
that day, she entered his chamber and made off with the
prince's jeweled crown. When the royal guards found the
key hidden in a laundry basket, they accused her mother
of the theft and had her executed.

On the long journey out of Agaros, a harsh winter storm
stranded the caravan carrying Wynton's family. The family
survived by cannibalism, and when the storm broke there
was one fewer pack wagon headed east. Their family, and
others members of the caravan, do their best to keep this
secret well hidden.

The son of a pig keeper, Bokao used to find strange things
ground into the feed. Unbeknownst to him, his father was
paid by a local crime lord to dispose of victims' bodies by
mixing them with the slop. Later he would come to learn
that it was this same grisly practice that put him through
an expensive and prestigious academy.

Brought to the Priory of Saint Ganang as a very young
boy, Yuzang knows no family but the monks who raised
him and taught him to read, write, and perform his daily
duties. Their memory is an inspiration, but it is hard to live
up to their pious example outside the monastery walls.

Phenairis’ father died at war. His mother took up with the
next warlord, abandoning her son to the mob of beggars
and orphans that followed the troop from one battle to
the next.

Jalli carries five candles representing members of his
family: two white for the deceased, and three red for the
living. He lights them for a few minutes every night, and
speaks to his family while the candles burn.

Raised by her aunt, a wretched harridan with breath and
a visage to match, Olana knew only hard work, misery,
and pain. No matter how high she climbs in life, she will
never forget the lessons learned at the end of her aunt’s

barbed whip.





